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The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program

Inrroduction

This publication was developed specifically to increase knowledge and understanding of the
International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program on campuses of North American universities
and colleges.  The Universiny Guide 1o the IB Diploma Program is designed to lead
administrators and faculty through the IB Diploma Program and to assist in developing and/or
revising IB recognition policies. The Guide contains information about the IB Diploma Program
such as course content, unique characteristics of the program, assessment of students’ work, the
award of the IB diploma, and universities and colleges selected by IB students.

In recent years, the IBO has seen tremendous growth of the Diploma Program with 8§16 member
schools worldwide as of fall 1999. The result is an increasing number of IB students entering
colleges and universities with the expectation that their successful completion of the rigorous
program will be acknowledged, much as other accelerated programs may be recognized. This
Guide will help universities and colleges respond to the needs of these students. So that the
greater part of a college community gains knowledge of the program, International Baccalaureate
North America (IBNA) encourages the distribution of this publication to academic department
chairs as well as administrators responsible for admissions and the awarding of transfer credit or
advanced standing. Additional copies of the Guide are available for these purposes from IBNA.

IBNA encourages colleges and universities to develop policies that are specific to their
individual institutions. The IBNA office should be used as a resource for additional information
and to determine the best approach for each college or university in considering a recognition

policy.

Thank you for your interest in the International Baccalaureate.



An Overview

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program is a rigorous pre-university course of studies,
leading to examinations, that meets the needs of highly motivated secondary school students between
the ages of 16 and 19 years. Designed as a comprehensive two-year curriculum that allows jrs
graduates to fulfill the requirements of various national educational systems, the diploma model is
based on the pattern of no single country but incorporates the best elements of many. The program is

available in English, French, or Spanish.

The educational philosophy of the organization is found in its mission statement adopted in 1996:

Through comprehensive and balanced curricula coupled with challenging assessments, the
International Baccalaureate Organisation aims to assist schools in their endeavors to develop the
talents of young people and teach them 1o relate the experience of the classroom to the realities of the
world ouiside. Bevond intellectual rigor and high academic standards, sirong emphasis is placed on
the ideals of international understanding and responsible citizenship, 1o the end that the IB studenis
may become critical and compassionate thinkers, lifelong learners and informed participants in local
and world affairs, conscious of the shared humanity that binds all people together while respecting the
variety of cultures and attitudes thar makes for the richness of life.

The Curriculum

International curriculum planners seek to ensure that the International Baccalaureate Organisation's
educational aims are embodied in the structure and content of the program itself. The diploma model
1s displayed in the shape of a hexagon with six academic areas surrounding the core. The program's
core components complement a traditional liberal arts curriculum. Subjects are studied concurrently
and students are exposed to the two great traditions of learning - the humanities and the sciences.

Diploma candidates are required to select one subject from each of the six subject groups. At least
three and not more than four are taken at higher level (HL), the others at standard level (SL). HL
courses represent 240 teaching hours, SL courses cover 150 hours. By arranging work in this fashion,
students are able to explore some subjects in depth and some more broadly over the two-year period;
this is a deliberate compromise between the early specialization preferred in some national systems and

the breadth found in others.

Distribution requirements ensure the science-oriented student is challenged to learn a foreign language
and the natural linguist becomes familiar with laboratory procedures. While overall balance is
maintained, flexibility in choosing higher level concentrations allows the student to pursue areas of
personal interest and to meet special requirements for university entrance.
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Unique Characteristics

Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

TOK is a required interdisciplinary course intended to sumulate critical reflection upon the
knowledge and experience gained inside and outside the classroom. TOK challenges students 1o
question the bases of knowledge, to be aware of subjective and ideological biases, and to develop
a personal mode of thought based on analysis of evidence expressed in rational argument.
Taught for a minimum of 100 hours during the two years, TOK examines various areas of
knowledge, truth, logic, value Judgments, and the role of language and thought in knowledge.
The key element in the International Baccalaureate Organisation's educational philosophy, TOK
seeks to develop a coherent approach 10 learning which transcends and unifies the academic
subjects and encourages appreciation of other cultura] perspectives.  Assessment of student
performance is based on written work. The student is required to submit rwo essays, each
between 1000 and 1500 words. One essay may be a free choice within the various areas of TOK:
the other is selected from a list of prescribed essay titles published in advance and distributed to
schools. The work is evaluated by the classroom teacher whose grading is subject to moderation

by the IBO.
Creativity, Action, and Service (CAS)

CAS is a fundamental part of the Diploma Program curriculum. The CAS requirement takes
seriously the importance of life outside the world of scholarship, providing a refreshing
counterbalance to the academic self-absorption some may feel within a demanding school
program.  Participation in artistic and cultural activities, sports and community service
€ncourages young people to share their energies and special talents while developing awareness,
concern and the ability to work cooperatively with others. Over the two years, students must
engage in a minimum of 150 hours of extracurricular activities evenly distributed among the
three components of creativity, action, and service. The goal of educating the whole person and
fostering a more compassionate citizenry comes alive in an immediate way when students reach
beyond themselves and their books.

Extended Essay

Diploma candidates are required to undertake independent and original research and write an
essay of some 4,000 words. The project offers the opportunity to investigate a topic of special
interest and acquaints students with the kind of independent research and writing skills expected

at university.



IB Diploma Program Courses by Subject Group
Group 1 (First language)

Language Al: g language and lirerature course in the Studenr’s native or best language including
the study of selections from World Literature

Group 2 (Second modem language)

Language A2: a language and literature course Jor native speakers or for speakers with a high
level of proficiency in the rarger language;

Language B: a foreign langua §e course for students with nvo to Sfour years' previous experience
inlearning the rarger language:

and Language ab inirio: a foreign language course for students with no previous experience in
learning the rarger language.

Group 3 (Individuals and Societies)

Business and Organisation. Economics. Geography, History, History of the Islamic World,
Information Technology in a Global Society, Philosophy, Psvchology, and Sociul Anthropology.

Group 4 (Experimental Sciences)

~ Biology, Chemistry, Design Technology, Environmental Systems. and Phyvsics.
NB. all Experimental Science courses have a required laboratory or pracrical work: component.

Group 5 (Mathematics)

Advanced Mathematics, Mathematics Higher level. Mathematical Methods. and Mauthematical
Studies. .

Group 6 (The Arts and Electives)
ArtUDesign, Classical Greek, Computer Science, Latin, Music, Theatre Arts, a second subject

from Groups 1 through 4, Advanced Mathematics, or a school-based syllabus approved by the
Intemational Baccalaureate Organisation.



GROUP I (Best Language)

LANGUAGE A1

Offered at both the higher and standard level in more than forty languages, the Language Al
course promotes an appreciation of literature and a knowledge of a student's own culture and that
of other societies. The course 1s designed to develop students' powers of expression, both in oral
and written communication, by emphasizing the skills involved in writing and speaking one's
native language in a variety of styles and situations. Students read several texts (fifteen at HL
and eleven at SL) grouped by themes or genres. The texts are chosen from a broad list of
prescribed authors and works representing different literary genres and styles in the target
language, as well as literature from other languages and cultures read in translation. Oral and
written examinations are used to assess students' individual language skills, their ability to
cnitically analyze and comment upon familiar and unfamiliar texts, and their ability to express a
personal and independent response to literature.

GROUP 2 (Second Modern Language)

LANGUAGE A2

Offered at both the higher and standard levels in nine languages, Language A2 is designed for
students with a high level of ability in the target language. Language A2 students may be native
second language speakers or advanced non-native speakers. The course gives candidates from a
wide variet: of backgrounds the opportunity to reach a high level of competency in a second
language through the study of a number of prescribed texts (primarily literary), and at the same
time to appreciate the range of issues generated by the study of language and culture. Students
perform oral and written assessments to demonstrate: their understanding of the culture(s) related
to the target language; their ability to express themselves in the language with clanty coherence,
and fluency; and their ability to engage in close, detailed and critical examination of a2 wide range

of texts.

LANGUAGE B

Offered at both the higher and standard levels in twenty-seven languages, Language B is
designed for foreign language learners and focuses principally on the interaction between
speakers and writers of the target language. The aim of the course is to prepare students to use
the language appropriately in a range of situations and contexts and for a variety of purposes.
The course also allows students to develop an awareness and appreciation of the culture(s) of the
countries in which the target language is spoken. The skills of listening, speaking, reading and
writing are equally emphasized, and are taught and developed through the study of a range of
authentic oral and written texts chosen by the teacher. A variety of oral and written examinations
are used to assess students’ listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills. Prior to enrolling i Ina
Language B course, it is assumed students have studied the target language for two to five years.

LANGUAGE AB INITIO



Offered at the standard level only In ten languages, Language ab initio is designed for students
who have had no previous instruction in the target language. The fast paced two-vear foreign
language course takes students 'from the beginning' and provides them with a foundation for
further study of the target language, while developing their ability to communicate in speech and
in writing so that they may deal adequately with familiar and practical needs. It also introduces
them to the culture(s) of the countries where the language is spoken. The course and its
assessments stress the development of a students' listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills
equally. Students may only take the Language ab initio examination if they have been enrolled

in the course for two years.
GROUP 3 (Individuals and Societies)

BUSINESS AND ORGANISATION

Offered at both the higher and standard levels, Business and Organisation is designed to: explore
how and why individuals form organizations and their problems and life cycles; provide a broad
knowledge of the variety of organizations that exist, including profit and non-profit; examine and
apply the principles of organization and the techniques widely practiced in the ongoing process
of decision making in organizations; develop an understanding of the interdependency of
organizations and its effect on problem solving; and examine the role of individuals and groups
within organizations. The course is organized around three themes: people, resources and
challenges.  Students explore these themes by relating the effects of decision making.
communication, and change to each theme. At the higher level, students must complete an
individual project that integrates theory, concepts, and practice through the study of an actual

organization.

ECONOMICS

Offered at both the higher and standard levels, Economics is designed to develop within the
student: disciplined economic reasoning skills; an ability to apply tools of economic analysis to
situations and data, and to explain the findings clearly; an understanding of how individuals and
societies organize themselves in the pursuit of economic objectives; an ability to evaluate
economic theories, concepts, situations and data in a way which is considered, rational and
unprejudiced; and international perspectives which feature a tolerance and understanding of the
diversity of economic realities in which individual and societies function. The four compulsory
parts of the syllabus: resource allocation; national income analysis; international trade; and
economic growth and development, give students at both levels exposure to both macro and

MICroeconomics.

GEOGRAPHY

Offered at both the higher and standard levels, Geography is designed to: develop an appreciation
and understanding of the spatial patterns of physical and human features in the environment;
develop an appreciation and concern for the diversity of the natural environment, and an
understanding of human and physical processes; understand and apply the tools and techniques
of geography; encourage an appreciation of the role that geography can play in the analysis of
contemporary 1ssues; promote a respect for different cultures through an understanding of their



development and their inter-relationships; and promote a global perspective and intemnational
understanding.  The course is organized around five central themes: population dvnamics:
economic growth and development; human responses to natural hazards; agriculture and world
food supply; and urban environments. Students in Geographv HL undertake further study in the
natural environment and resources and perform fieldwork in the local area or beyond.

HISTORY

Offered at both the higher and standard levels, History is designed to promote: the acquisition
and understanding of historical knowledge in breadth and in depth, and across different cultures:
an appreciation and understanding of history as a discipline, including the nature and diversity of
its sources, methods and interpretations; international awareness and understanding by promoting
the achievement of empathy with, and understanding of, people living in diverse places and at
different times; a better understanding of the present through an understanding of the past; an
appreciation of the historical dimension of the human condition; an ability to use and
communicate historical knowledge and understanding; and a lasting interest in history. All
students study a selection of the following topics in twentieth century world history: causes,
practices and effects of war; nationalist and independence movements, decolonization and
challenges facing new states; the rise and rule of single-party states; the establishment and work
of international organizations; the Cold War; and the state and its relationship with religion and
with minonities. History HL students also study of one of the following regions in-depth: Africa;
Americas; East and South East Asia and Oceania; Europe (including Russia/USSR); or South
Asia and the Middle East (including North Africa). Students at both levels complete one or more
written research projects on an his orical subject of their choice.

HISTORY OF THE ISLAMIC WORLD

Offered at both the higher and standard levels, History of the Islamic World is designed to
provide students with the means of acquiring a deep and open understanding of the Islamic world
in its various aspects, and of its contribution to world civilization. Approached from a historical
perspective, the course includes political, social, economic, intellectual and other facets of the
Islamic world. Students at both levels study at least three historical topics relating to the origins
of Islam and its developments through 1600 AD. History of the Islamic World HL students
undertake a more in-depth study of the prescribed topics by studying a selection of related
optional topics including: the Fatimids 909-1171 AD; the Ottomans 1400-1566 AD; the Mughals
of India; warfare in the medieval Islamic world: Muslim rule in Spain 711-1492 AD; the Islamic
city 650-1600 AD; the intellectual legacy of Islam; and Islamic art and architecture. At the
higher level, students must complete a research project on a topic in Islamic history.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY IN A GLOBAL SOCIETY (ITGS)

Offered at the standard level only, Information Technology in a Global Society (ITGS) examines
the interaction between information, technology and society. The course is designed to help
students develop a systematic problem solving approach to processing and analyzing information
using a range of information tools. The course also focuses on the impact of modemn information
technology on individuals, on relationships among people, and on institutions and societies. The
course is centered around on six themes: individuals and machines/comparisons and interactions;



information systems in today's society; the system life cycle/problem solving; responsible use of
information tools; the social impacts of information technology; and evolution from the past,

insight into the future.

PHILOSOPHY

Offered at both the higher and standard levels, the aim of Philosophy is to enable students to: use
philosophical language clearly, consistently and appropriately; identify and formulate problems
philosophically; examine concepts and questions philosophically; relate specific texts and
authors to the examination of concepts and problems; and construct philosophical arguments.
The course seeks to engage students in 'doing' philosophy rather than merely leamning
philosophical doctrines or about the great philosophers and is organized around five optional
themes and twelve prescribed texts. The texts are divided into two lists: authors up to and
including Kant; and Post- Kantian philosophy. Prescribed authors include: Plato, Descartes,
Kant, Nietzche, James, Sartre and others. Philosophy HL students must study two themes and an
author from each of the prescribed lists. Philosophy SL students study one theme and one
prescribed author from either list. Students at both levels also undertake individual course work

on a philosophical theme, tradition, or text.

PSYCHOLOGY

Offered at both the higher and standard levels, Psychology gives students a broad understanding
of psychology and of its different theoretical approaches. At both levels, the course guides
students through the study of human behavior by examining key topics from four distinct
perspectives:  behavioral; cognitive; humanistic/phenomenological, and psychodynamic.
Additionally, Psychology HL students must study two of eight, and Psychology SL students
must study one of eight, optional topics in: the biological bases of behavior; comparative
psychology; delinquency and crime; dysfunctional behavior; the psychology of gender;
intelligence and personality; life span psychology; the migrant, sojourner and tourist experience;
organizational psychology; or social psychology. The course seeks to introduce students to
diverse methods of psychological inquiry and to promote ethical practices and responsibilities in
psychological inquiry. To meet this aim, students at both levels study research design, methods,
statistics and ethical 1ssues in psychological research and application, as well as undertake one or

more research studies.

SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY

Offered at both the higher and standard levels, Social Anthropology is designed to introduce
students to the universal principles of social and cultural life and to characteristics of specific
societies and cultures. Social Anthropology SL emphasizes the use of anthropological concepts
while Social Anthropology HL requires an explicit knowledge of anthropological theory and an
ability to recognize it and apply it. The course has six required areas of study: ways of
understanding society and culture; the nature of ethnography; anthropological models of society;
a society's own models and concepts; methodology, methods and techniques used in field
research; and an introduction to developments in anthropological theory. All students also study
a selection of the optional topics in: production, distribution and consumption; authority and the
exercise of power; the organization of social relations; power, status and wealth; gender as an



organizing concept; ideologies and cosmologies; the processes of social and cultural
transformation; identity and difference; and others. At the higher level, students perform one or

two field research projects.
GROUP 4 (Experimental Sciences)

BIOLOGY

Offered at both the higher and standard levels, Biology is designed to give students a secure
knowledge of a limited body of facts and at the same time a broad understanding of the field of
biology. The syllabus is organized around four central themes: structure and function;
universality versus diversity; equilibrium within systems; and evolution. Course topics at both
levels include: cells; chemistry of life; genetics; ecology; and human health and physiology.
Students in Biology HL perform further study in: cells; nucleic acids and proteins; cell
respiration and photosynthesis; genetics; human reproduction; defense against infectious
diseases; classification and diversity; nerves, muscles and movement; excretion; and plant
science. Biology SL students must complete three of seven optional topics in: diet and human
nutrition; physiology of exercise; cells and energy; evolution; neurobiology and behavior;
applied plant and animal science; or ecology and conservation. Biology HL students complete
two of six options in similar topics. All International Baccalaureate experimental science courses
seek to develop students' experimental and investigative scientific skills. To meet this aim,
twenty-five percent of a student's classroom time must be devoted to performing practical
(laboratory) work that covers a range of topics and skills, including a multi-disciplinary group

science project.

CHEMISTRY

Offered at both the higher and standard levels, Chemistry is designed to meet the needs of those
who want to study science at university and those who will complete their formal studv of
science at the end of the course. Course topics at both levels include: stoichiometry; atomic
theory; periodicity; bonding; states of matter; energetics; kinetics; equilibrium; acids and bases;
oxidation and reduction; and organic chemistry. Students in Chemistry HL perform further study
in all of these areas. Chemistry SL students must complete three of six optional topics in: higher
organic chemistry; higher physical chemistry; human biochemistry; environmental chemistry;
chemical industries; or fuels and energy. Chemistry HL students complete two of six options in
similar topics. All International Baccalaureate experimental science courses seek to develop
students’ experimental and investigative scientific skills. To meet this aim, twenty-five percent
of a student's classroom time must be devoted to performing practical (laboratory) work that
covers a range of topics and skills, including a multi-disciplinary group science project.

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Offered at both the higher and standard levels, Design Technology is designed to teach students
how to adapt to new experiences, and to approach problems with the appropriate skills and
techniques to identify the problem's important elements and develop optimum solutions. It



