April 4, 2001
Dear President Taylor:

The University Research Committee respectfully requests that the Faculty Senate support
the Committee’s efforts to secure funding for faculty research for 2001-2002 and
upcoming years. Faculty research is an activity of considerable importance at the
University; it builds our reputation, enriches teaching, enhances viability for external
funding, and often engages our students with faculty in scholarly pursuits. Research
should be funded at a level commensurate with benchmark institutions and consistent
with the increased emphasis on faculty research productivity at Eastern Kentucky
University.

Between September and December 2001, the University Research Committee funded 13
excellent proposals to support faculty research. Of the initial $37,733 granted the
Committee, there are no monies remaining and several excellent proposals were left
unsupported. The figure attached to this letter illustrates funding for research at
comparable universities and illustrate the dramatic differences in funding for faculty
research at EKU. The current level of funding for research at Eastern Kentucky
University is patently insufficient to provide the seed money for research needed by
faculty. These figures suggest that the situation is serious and demands attention.

The University Research Committee believes that a Faculty Senate resolution in support
of additional funding could increase the visibility of this important issue and perhaps
place research support at a higher priority in the next budget cycle. Last year the
Committee requested additional support for 2000-2001 and received only $400 additional
allotment. Because this is an issue that concerns all EKU faculty, the Faculty Senate is
an appropriate body to support this request.

We request your assistance in bringing this issue to the floor of the Faculty Senate
and introducing the following motion:

“Be it resolved that the Faculty Senate of Eastern Kentucky University strongly supports
the University Research Committee’s recommendation to approximately triple the
funding for faculty research for the 2001-2002 Academic Year to $1 13,000 to be nearly
commensurate with our benchmark institutions”.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this motion. Should you have questions
concerning this request, please contact me.

Sincerely,
Dr. Pamela Collins,
Acting Dean of Research and Graduate Studies

Cc: M. Marsden
E. Wachtel






